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August 2023
Dear Parents/Guardians and Students,

W, the entire staff here at JJ STEMAcadery; are honored and elated to welcome all of our students and fanily
menbers to the 2023-2024 school year beginning an Fridsy, September 8" Our pronise is to provide an innovative and
personalized learning environment that ensures that every child achieves excellence. Wthin a safe, rigorous, and welcoming
environment, we believe that every student can and will leam at his optimal level in order to reach his highest educational
potential.

Please take the time to visit our district website and the Rackfo Schod! linkat https://www.epsnj.org/Page/4374 for additional
information on retuming to schoal. Many of the inpartant topics addressed in detail on the district website are also provided
below for your inmediate review.

ARST DAY OF SCHOOL / ARRIVAL AND ISMSSAL PROCHDLRES

The 2023-2024 schoal year will begin an Friday, September 8", 2023 Instruction will be conducted during the hours of 7:45 am
t02:29 pm In order to help facilitate bath a smooth and orderly node of transition during the times of arrival and dismissal,
please adhere to the following safety procedures:

e  Student drop-off will take place onbath S Broad Street and South Street from7:10am - 7.40am
o 9" &10" grade students will enter through our S Broad &. entrance.
o T 812" grade students will enter through our South &. entrance

EPS SCHOOL CABNDAR

Wb ask that you guide and suppart your child's learming by ensuring that he/she attends schodl daily, arrives on time, and is
ready for the day's learning experience.

To reviewthe EPS School Calendar for the 2023-2024 school year, please visit the following link: SchoolCalendarfor2023-
2024SchoolYear.pdf (epsnj.org).
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POAERSCHDOL. PARENT PORTALINSTRLCTIONS

PowerSchodl is an electronic management systemthat is utilized by the Hizabeth Public Schools in arder to collect, store, and
maintain pertinent student data and records. The application provides parents with real -time access to information that
pertains to a student’s schedule, attendance, grades, and acadenric progress; it also offers a convenient and acconmodating
way for bath parents and teachers to conmunicate as needed Therefore, everyone stays connected Schedules far the
upcorming 2023-2024 schoal year will be available to view on PowerSchool on Wédhesdy, August 30",

NEWAND RETURNING PARENIS TO EPS

Parents of new students must request a newaccount in order toinput all of the information required to navigate the
PowerSchool Parent Portal. Parents of existing students will need to log in, input, and update any changed information that has
occurred for their child

To dbtain instructions on howto navigate the PowerSchoadl Parent Portal, please visit the BPS website at Student and Parent
Sign In (powerschoal.cam).

If you experience technical difficulties while accessing your child's PowerSchool infarmation, please contact your child's school
or visit the EPS website at Student Support Services / Student Registration (PreK-12) (epsnj.org). Fromthere, please click onthe
“PoverSchod Parent Partal Hejp”tab. Please scroll down and click on the schoal that your child currently attends You will then
be directed to conplete an online contact form After clicking the Saveand Lrnebuttons at the battom your request will be
submitted and someone fromthe schoal will be in contact with you as soon as possible.

POAERSCHDOL STUDENI PORTAL INSTRLETIONS

To dbtain instructions on howto navigate the PowerSchodl Student Portal, please visit the BPS website at Student and Parent
Sign In (powerschoal.com).

WNFORMPOLICY

The intended purpase far the BPS dress code is to promote a positive self-image and to enhance schoal pride anongst our
students. Health, safety, and educational well-being are the primary objectives far the dress code with the goal of fosteringan
environment that is conducive to discipline as well as to education. School uniforms are expected to be worn on a daily basis

The unifarmand dress code requirements for your childs schodl are provided on the BPS website at
hitps,/Mmmmwepsnj.org/Page/4374. Please refer tothe “UhifamPilicytile and follow the instructions provided

Parents, we are asking for bath your cooperation as well as your support regarding your child's adherence to the unifarmpadlicy.
Students who do nat adhere to the school unifarm palicy will nat be permitted to enter the building on A7dsy, Seotermber 8" or
any school day thereafter. Please do nat hesitate to contact the main office if you should have any questions with respect to the
unifoompoalicy.
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ELECTRONC DEVCES

For the past fewyears, our school has operated as a 11 technology schoal; and asa result, all students will continue to wtilizea
l30tqp camputerfar their daily classroominstruction. Students should meke every effart to take excellent care of their /gofgos
throughout the schoal year, asthisis a very special privilege. Our 1:1 technology inplenentation will continue to ensure that our
students attain the conpetitive standards that are needed to foster bath college and career readiness. Al students are required
to bring their charged [aptqus and power cards to schodl daily.

NEWENTRANIS

Al new students to the district will receive their laptop during the first week of schodl.

9™ GRADE STLDENTS

Freshimen will receive their laptops at the 9" Grade Orientation which is scheduled to take place on two occasions -

o Tiesday Agust 29" - 900am
o Wedhesdhy, Auust 30" - 200am

STAY CONNECTED

Receive Schodl Renrinders/Ubdates via Text Messagel
Sign up to receive messages fromyour childs schodl and the Hizabeth Public Schoals

NEWAND EXSTING PARENT INSTRUCTIONS

It is extremely inportant that we have the most updated horme address and/or phone numbers so that we may contact youin
the event of an emergency or to discuss your childs progress. Please be sure to update your contact information by logging into
your PowerSchool Parent Portal and filling out the Bergency Information farmfound under the Formns Link throughout the
course of the schoal year should there be a change in either your home address and/or phone nunber. Open conmrunication
between the home and the schodl is expected and is one of the more pertinent keys to academic success in schodl.

Our Notification systemenables staff mentbers to contact parents through email, text, and through verbal messages recorded
on the phone. Through this system parents are inmrediately alerted of urgent information, major events, and/or upcaming
dates. To ensure that this systemwill continue to operate in a highly effective manner, it is very inportant that we have the
nost current and accurate infarmmatian an file far each and every studert.

To dbtain information on howto keep your contact infarmation up-to-date, please visit the BPS website at

https//Mmwwepsnj.org/Page/4374. Please refer to the “Say Gamectedtile and followthe instructions provided on howto
update your information on PowerSchodl.

In addition, please consider volunteering your services and supparting the Parent/Teacher Organization (PTO) at your childs
schoal. The PTO provides many oppartunities for families within the school commrunity to get involved and stay comected
Please be sure to sign up and learm nore about the many resources that are available for your child here within the Hizabeth
Public Schoals.


https://www.epsnj.org/Page/4374

DISTRCT/ SCHOOL INFORMATION

Please ensure that all of the required documents listed below are reviewed and conrpleted by the first day of school and that all
personal infarmation is updated regularly.

Emergency Information Form

Notice Regarding Physicals

Media Release Fom

Student Intermet & Network Permrission Foromwith Hizabeth Internet Use Policy
Acceptable Use For Technology - Hectronic Mobile Device Form

Emergency Connectivity Fund (ECP)

Lunch Application

In order to obtain access to the required documents that are indicated above, please visit the BPS website at
https,//Mmmmwepsnj.org/Page/4374. Please refer to the “Farms and Agplications’, tile and follow the instructions provided

TRANSPORTATION

Transportation will be available far the following students

e Hementary students who live more than 2.0 nriles fromtheir schodl
Hgh schod students who live more than 2.5 nriles fromtheir schoal
e  Students whose IBP include transportation services

CRADUATION REDUIREMENIS

Both the State of New Jersey Department of Education and the Hizabeth Board of Education require that all students meet high
standards in order to receive a high schoal diploma.

Please visit the BPS website at hitps/Mmwepsnj.org/Page/4374 and refer to the “Gradtiation Requirements”tile to dbtain
pertinent information regarding graduation requirements

ABSENES

Any student who accurmulates more than nine (9) absences during the schodl year, in a subject area, may have creiit for that
course Withheld even if absences are medically excused Students who attain four (4) or nore absences during the 4" marking
period may have credit withheld

Any student who is unprepared for physical education nine (9) times or more may have credit for that course withheld



https://www.epsnj.org/Page/4374
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REPORT CARDS

Approximately every five weeks (8 times per year) either a progress report or a grade repart will be mailed home. Each report
listsinportant information. (lass attendance and tardiness are also nated on bath reparts. Throughout the schoal year, please
help us to stay on top of your childs attendance and tardiness

Guidance counselors and administrators are available to meet with you throughout the schodl year. Please call ahead for an
appointment to discuss your concems

The 2023-2024 Marking Period Calendar for grades K-12 can be found by visiting the BPS website at
https,//Mmmw.epsnj.org/Page/4374 and clicking on the “Marking Reriad Schedide’tile.

ORENTATIONDATE

9" grade students and NEWstudents only - Tuesday, August 29 - 9:00am & Wednesday, August 30" - 9:00am

BACK-TO-SCHOOL NGHI

o Wewill have our Back to School event for all grade levels on Wednesday Oct. 4, 2023 - 6:00 pm

SOOAL - BMOTIONAL LEARNING

Now more than ever,, today's generation of young adults are contending with many unimaginable challenges due tothe
aftermath of our nost recent unprecedented times. In order to ensure that the continuance of positive schoal dlimates as well
as the healthy development of the whole child progresses, the Hizabeth Public Schools recognize how critically essential
social-emational learning skills are far our students and their successful perfarmance in schodl, inwork, aswell asin life asa
result, we will continue to foster social-enmotional skills as a daily practice in the classrooms Qreating a safe learming
environment where students are able to engage in the core conpetencies of self-awareness, self-management, social
awareness, relationship skills, and responsible decision-making will help to provide students with the skills required to
navigate through those conplex challengesin life

W& hope that you will all continue to enjoy the remainder of the summer. Let's continue on our shared nission to reaffirm
equity, reestablish expectations, and reclaimexcellencel e look forward to starting anather journey together on Aiday,
September 8,

Sincer

Theodare os
Principal - JVJ STEM Acadenry
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